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TAB — PRIVATISATION 

745. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Treasurer: 
Before I ask my question, I would just like to wish the West Coast Eagles all the very best tonight in the elimination 
final. Let us fly high for WA! 

The SPEAKER: No preamble, please! 

Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE: I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s historic reform package for the racing 
industry, which is now one step closer due to the passing of legislation to progress the sale of the TAB. 

(1) Can the Treasurer outline to the house what the process is now for progressing that sale and delivering 
benefits for the racing industry? 

(2) Can the Treasurer advise the house how the broader community will also benefit from this sale? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I thank the member for Murray–Wellington for that question. 

(1)–(2) Before we rose last night, members might have seen the message from the upper house that it had passed 
without amendment the legislation we need to finally progress the sale of the TAB. This has been a long 
time in the making. I note that the Premier referred to the former government as a do-nothing government, 
and I think this is a fine example of how that was, indeed, the case. The former government flagged the 
idea of the sale of the TAB in early 2015, from memory, and we then had years of inaction and years of 
uncertainty. That uncertainty caused great difficulties for the industry. When we came to government, we 
started a process of consultation. We thought we would do something unique that the previous government 
had not done: we thought we would ask the industry what it thought about its future, which is why we 
ended up in a situation in which we were able to get the industry on board for the sale. 

There are a few things I want to point out. There were effectively two components to it. One is the  
point-of-consumption tax revenue sharing arrangement—the most generous in the nation—which the 
industry supported very strongly. That underwrites future revenue to the industry going forward. With 
the legislation there are two components, with 35 per cent of the sale proceeds going to an infrastructure 
fund for the industry. That has received support across the sector. Interestingly, despite attempts by the 
opposition to make that 100 per cent, that is actually not what the industry was supportive of. It was not 
demanding 100 per cent of sale proceeds; it understood that Western Australian taxpayers also had to get 
a benefit from the sale of the TAB. The Premier has already announced that the other 65 per cent will go 
as a down payment on the future women’s and babies’ hospital. That will be a good outcome when we 
progress that sale. 

Later this month we will call for expressions of interest from reputable wagering operators. We will 
then go through a market process. The intent is to have the sale of the TAB mid-ish next year. That 
will then hopefully set the industry up for a much more positive future than it was going to have under 
a government-owned TAB. 

I want to thank a couple of people. Of course, one is the Minister for Racing and Gaming for his ongoing 
support. This was a big effort of consultation. I want to also thank Aaron Morey, who led this in my 
office. He did a fantastic job and briefed members of Parliament around the package. I also want to 
thank Racing and Wagering Western Australia and its various subcommittees. This was not easy; there 
were lots of views to be synthesised to land on a final position. One person I would like to conclude by 
thanking is the member for South Perth, who has been involved in the racing sector—probably broadly 
unsuccessfully, but you never remember your losses!—for a long time. He understands the industry and 
understands what drives it and what it wanted from the future. One thing I find about the member for 
South Perth is that the longer he is in this place, the more sense he tends to make! In a range of different 
areas, I am finding the member for South Perth to be particularly useful! 

With that, I am delighted that we can finally move to provide the industry with the certainty that I think 
it deserves. 
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